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Couple renews vows at CTCA
After 10 years together, through good
and bad times, Sharla and Tom Pritchett
renewed their wedding vows on
Valentine’s Day. The El Reno couple
celebrated their 10 years together and life
in particular at Cancer Treatment Centers
of America in Zion, Ill.
“We wanted to do it proper with a
pastor,” Sharla said, since their wedding
10 years earlier was performed by a
Justice of the Peace in Arkansas with no
formal ceremony.
Tom is still receiving treatment at
CTCA, but he is optimistic about the future and grateful to be living in the present.
“It was awesome,” Sharla said. “CTCA
made it really special for the both of us.”

The next guided patient outing for is Saturday, April
13. Patients will delight in an Imax movie experience,
“To the Arctic” at the public museum, preceded by a
family style meal at Joey Buona’s, a premiere Italian
restaurant in downtown Milwaukee.
Contact Guest Services for more information.
Call 847-746-6586 to sign up for Guest Servicessponsored outings. For self-guided outings, sign up at
the concierge desk in the hospital front lobby.
Tom and Sharla Pritchett renewed their 10-year vows
while at CTCA.

CTCA in the news
International Innovation, March 2013
“Combating Cancer.”
Donald Braun, PhD, Vice President of
Clinical Research, discussed CTCA’s
approach to waging the war on cancer
through innovation and clinical research.
“Because the goal of CTCA is to offer
every one of our patients the best chance
for a cure of their malignant disease, all of
our clinical research efforts are designed
to greatly improve our ability to identify
patient-specific treatment approaches,”
said Dr. Braun.
Red Eye Chicago, March 13, 2013
“More young women fighting breast
cancer.” According to the American
Medical Association, cases of advanced

breast cancer have nearly doubled among
American women ages 25 to 39 over the
past 40 years, from 1.5 cases per 100,000
in 1976 to 2.9 per 100,000 in 2009. Dennis
Citrin, MD, PhD, Medical Oncologist at
CTCA at Midwestern weighed in to the
discussion sharing “Mammograms are
not the answer because in younger
women, mammograms are much less
sensitive. … You cannot rely on a
mammogram to say, ‘No, the cancer is not
present.’ The test you’d actually do is an
ultrasound which will distinguish
between solid and fluid.’” Read more of
Dr. Citrin’s interview at
www.redeyechicago.com.

Expanded fitness offsite
For even more fitness options for guests,
the hospital began a partnership with the
Zion Park District, just a block west of the
hospital. Benefits include: Access to more
equipment; a variety of fitness classes;
including yoga and Zumba and
increased facilities; and amenities including
larger locker rooms, concessions, basketball
court, jogging track and volleyball court.
Guests visiting the ZPD may pick up a
towel with a ZPD visitor pass from First
Connections in the hospital front lobby.
A disposal bin for used towels is in each
locker room at the ZPD. Reminder:
shuttles depart from the northwest
entrance throughout the day.
Patients and caregivers need only show
their name badge to access these services.
Hours are weekdays 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.,
Saturdays 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and
Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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Hospital welcomes new clinical staﬀ
Cancer Treatment
Centers of America®
(CTCA) announced
today that Glen J. Weiss,
MD, has been named
the Director of Clinical
Research, leading
Glenn Weiss, MD
corporate-wide
strategy and implementation of Phase I
and II clinical trial initiatives based out of
its Western Regional Medical Center
(Western) in Goodyear, Ariz. Prior to
joining CTCA®, Dr. Weiss served as the
Director of Thoracic Oncology and
Associate Clinical Investigator with the
Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center Clinical
Trials at Scottsdale Healthcare. He is a
Clinical Associate Professor, Translational
Physician Scientist, and Co-Head of the
Lung Cancer Unit of the Cancer and Cell
Biology Division at the Translational
Genomics Research Institute (TGen) in
Phoenix. Dr. Weiss is also the Chief
Medical Officer of the Cancer Research
And Biostatistics (CRAB)® Clinical Trials
Consortium, a position he was elected to
in 2011.
In addition to leading the strategy and
implementation of Phase I and II clinical
trials across the enterprise, Dr. Weiss will

develop and recruit members for the
clinical research team and facilitate the
implementation of innovative diagnostic
and treatment modalities. He will also
serve as an interface between laboratory
investigators and clinical researchers
towards accelerating new developments
in cancer therapy and diagnostics.
Board certified in internal medicine and
medical oncology, Dr. Weiss has already
completed numerous clinical trials with
investigational agents, a few of which have
already gone on to receive FDA approval
for certain cancers. He has also received
research funding from the American
Cancer Society and the International
Association for the Study of Lung Cancer,
to name a few.
“I deliver novel, targeted and
investigational therapies for advanced
cancer patients,” says Dr. Weiss. “Using
new tools in genomics and proteomics, I
help design personalized therapies for
advanced cancer patients based on the
unique biology of their tumor. I hope that
the innovative treatments developed in
the clinical trials program at CTCA will
become the standard of care in oncology,
and will thus benefit a larger patient
population in the future.”

Do you know the CTCA House Red Rules?
For patient safety CTCA at Midwestern focuses on four key areas to
ensure safety throughout a patient’s
journey. Known as the Red Rules,
these guidelines enable all staff
members at Midwestern—from your
Patient Empowered Care® (PEC)
team to office and support staff—to
deliver safe care to you daily.
What are these rules?
1. Proper hand hygiene

2. Two patient identifiers
3. Proper use of equipment and
protective devices
4. Timeouts to self-check and check
others
Please help out the CTCA at
Midwestern team in their efforts to
provide the highest standard of care,
practice good hand hygiene and keep
your patient identification wristband
on at all times.

Seeking financial help?
Assistance in Healthcare applications are
due the last Friday of each month. Awards
are considered the second Tuesday of each
month. Applications can be turned in at
the following First Connections locations:
Lobby Front Desk, Lobby Concierge Station, and any Financial Counselor office.

Use current drug card
Guests, please have your current
prescription benefits card available when
coming to CTCA, especially when getting
prescriptions filled at the in-house retail
pharmacy. This speeds up service for all
and ensures each patient gets the right
prescription in a timely manner.

Reiki sessions open
Patients and Caregivers: Are you interested in learning Reiki (a form of gentle,
noninvasive, hands-on healing) to help
with relaxation and stress reduction for
yourself and your loved ones? For more
information or to let us know you’re interested, please call the Mind-Body office
at 847-872-6391.

Pardon our dust
Expansion of the Imaging and
Radiation Oncology Department in the
lower level of the hospital continues.
The expansion project received a boost
in November by garnering a certificate
of need (CON) from the Illinois Health
Facilities Services Review Board. Once
complete, the project will ease
scheduling of scans during busy daytime
hours.

© 2013 Rising Tide
Current and previous editions online at:

http://www.cancercenter.com/midwestern-hospital/amenities/mrmc-patient-newsletter.cfm

